
Doing Diversity in Writing
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The Fear of Cultural Appropriation
Bonus material

Have I worked to understand the cultures from which I am borrowing in my story? 
Have I done any research? 
Have I checked my biases when writing about these cultures? 
Am I using another community or culture for shock value or exotification? 

Have I been an invader, tourist, or guest as I write? (See “Appropriate cultural
appropriation” by Nisi Shawl: https://writingtheother.com/appropriate-cultural-
appropriation) 

Does an exchange take place between me and my writing, and the communities that are
different from my own that I am writing about? 

The Cultural Appropriation Checklist
 

**Remember, what your dominant culture is depends on where you live. It may differ from
Bethany and Mariëlle's dominant culture.**

 
Questions to ask yourself:

 

a.
b.
c.

The unacknowledged or inappropriate adoption of the customs, practices, ideas, etc, of one people orThe unacknowledged or inappropriate adoption of the customs, practices, ideas, etc, of one people or
society by members of another and typically more dominant society.society by members of another and typically more dominant society.

  

The Oxford DictionaryThe Oxford Dictionary
  

These days, cultural appropriation is understood to focus on those moments, those points ofThese days, cultural appropriation is understood to focus on those moments, those points of
interaction and usage, where certain customs, practices, ideas, and so on, are being employed byinteraction and usage, where certain customs, practices, ideas, and so on, are being employed by

usually a more dominant culture without any of the positives. There is no positive exchange going onusually a more dominant culture without any of the positives. There is no positive exchange going on
that somehow benefits those whose culture is being used by that other, often more dominant, culture.that somehow benefits those whose culture is being used by that other, often more dominant, culture.

  

Quote from the episodeQuote from the episode
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https://writingtheother.com/appropriate-cultural-appropriation/


Check out representationmatters.art for more resources.
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Have I pillaged tropes and concepts from a culture and shoved them willy-nilly into my
story just because I like them? 

If someone wrote the equivalent of me and my culture to what I have written of this other
culture, how would I feel about it? 

Do I use intimate and sacred concepts or practices from another culture in a way that
would leave one of them wounded, torn, or feeling disrespected if they were standing in
front of me? 

Have I demeaned any other cultures or communities? 

Have I written a character that is “white savior” like towards another culture? 

Have I written another culture as helpless, dirty, or inept across the board? 

Have I used women from another culture with different physical features just for the
exotic factor? 

Do I respect my source material? 

Do I carry any subconscious negative or otherwise discriminatory ideas towards any of
the groups in my story that come from friends, families, or co-workers and might have
crept in?

Am I using a real community to elevate a cause I believe in while erasing other issues?
Think Disney’s Pocahontas, for example. 

If writing a story set in our real world, am I erasing any real historical suffering or
bypassing any real world harm that has taken place? 


